
LIVING TURFGRASS 
F O R  H E A LT H Y  E C O S Y S T E M S 

&  H E A LT H Y  H U M A N S 

LIVING TURF

•	 Provides a variety 
of environmental, 
economic, and health 
benefits

•	 Increases soil organic 
matter

•	 Filters rainwater to 
keep toxins out of 
drinking water
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Turfgrass is grown on over 40 million acres of land in the 
United States, making it one of the most abundant crops grown 
in America. 

Unlike most commodity crops, which are generally grown 
in rural communities, turfgrass is spread across urban, 
suburban, and rural landscapes—home lawns, parks, sports 
fields, golf courses, cemeteries, roadsides, and campuses. 
This distribution makes turfgrass the most visible “crop” to 
most Americans, not only shaping daily experiences, but also 
impacting our ecosystems, our health, and our economies. 

This factsheet highlights the benefits of living turfgrass and 
provides guidance on economical and ecological strategies to 
manage turf. 
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